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BROOME BOAT LAUNCHING FACILITIES 
Petition 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Parliamentary Secretary) [3.05 pm]: I present a petition signed by 
2 172 signatories regarding a new boating facility in Broome. It reads as follows —  

To the Honourable the Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly of the Parliament of Western 
Australia in Parliament assembled. 
We, the undersigned, say 
The current boating facilities in Broome are woefully inappropriate and unsafe in meeting the 
requirements of the community, industry, and visitors to the region.  
The current boat launching facilities are — 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson): Members, if you want to have a conversation, please have it 
outside; I would like to hear what the member has to say. 

Mr W.R. MARMION: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. The petition continues — 

The current boat launching facilities are inoperable and inadequate in the prevailing conditions for a 
large amount of the time, whereby the tide, wind and currents render all facilities hopelessly ineffective. 
Users are forced to launch and retrieve their vessels on the beach or mud making their vehicles 
constantly susceptible to getting bogged, vessels vulnerable to wave damage and users defenceless 
against serious and potentially fatal injury. This is an unnecessary burden and threat for even the most 
experienced users.  
The current harboring facilities are inadequate in providing shelter for larger vessels in meteorological 
anomalies such as cyclones and other high wind situations. For example during cyclone Billy in 2008 a 
number of boats broke their moorings, and two were sunk. This situation presents itself every year and 
is not good enough for a community founded on maritime industries such as pearling, fishing, and 
tourism in this day and age. Not having the correct maritime facilities considerably increases risk to 
our safety and our pristine environment.  
Now we ask the Legislative Assembly 
Build a safe boating facility in Broome. One that can be operated by all boat users (pearling, fishing, 
recreational, charter, commercial) safely and effectively in all environmental conditions (tide, wind and 
waves), and all seasons. A boating facility that safely and adequately meets the current and future 
requirements for the community of Broome. 

[See petition 147.] 
 


